July News Letter

Email: betsy.dobias@ganado.k12.az.us
Website:

https://www.ganado.k12.az.us

Greetings Students:

| extend a very warm welcome to all of you as we officially begin
the 2021-2022 school year! It has been over a year since | last saw most
of you and | have missed seeing your smiling faces in the hallways of the
schools and lively conversation in the classrooms and beyond. | am
looking forward to a year of joy, health, safety, communication, rigorous
learning, and collaboration.

All of our schools are making plans to begin school with a unique
building routine and schedules. However, | wanted to provide you with
an overview of our work to create a safe, healthy, and rich learning
environment for our students and staff. In the upcoming pages of this
newsletter, you will find documents to help provide you with the most
current information for our return to school plans. Later this month, we
will release more details on the specifics of returning to school. | think
very highly of all of you and consider myself so fortunate to be a school
community member. | am glad to begin this school year with all of you.
Let’s make it a great one!

Regards,

Dr. Betsy Dobias
Superintendent

\Ganado Unified School District
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Ganado Unified School District No. 20

Post Office Box 1757 = Ganado, Arizona 86505

Telephone: 928.755.1000 = Fax: 928.755.1012
District Website: www.qganado.k12.az.us

- Message from the Superip_tendenﬁt |

Greetings Stakeholders,

I can not think of when starting school was filled with such great
uncertainty in recent memory. Uncertainty about what school will look
like for students, teachers, and parents. We have many unknowns, and
realistically, things will change as COVID-19 and our ability to manage it
evolve.

I know that change is unsettling, especially when it comes to your
children and their education, which is why I assure you that while many
things will require adaptability, our commitment to teaching, protecting,
and caring for your children will be consistent. We will create engaging
lessons throughout the year, whether in the classroom or through
distance learning. We will ensure your child's social and emotional
learning will be addressed either through discussion or team-building
activities online. We will prepare to teach and assess a curriculum that
teaches all standards by the year's end. We commit to doing everything
we can that while the school looks or feels different for a while, the rigor
and the quality of the education that you can expect will be preserved.

We look forward to this exciting new start to the school year. Again, we
thank you for sharing your children with us.

Respectfully,

Dr. Betsy Dobias
Ganado Unified School District Superintendent

Ganado Governing Board

Board President — Marcarlo Roanhorse
Board Clerk - Judy James
Board Member - Wanda Begay
Board Member - Teresa M. Sells-Gorman
Board Member - Francis L. T. Noble



CDC school guidance for COVID-19
emphasizes 5 Key prevention strategies

GUSD implements all key recommendations - especially mask use and physical
distancing - when used correctly, the risk of COVID-19 transmission can be decreased.

GUSD School Safety Practices

. All staff will be trained on COVID-19 awareness and the proper use of cleaning materials

- Nonessential visitors, volunteers and activities involving external groups or organizations will be restricted.

. Schools will monitor activities that bring together large groups of people or activities that do not allow for social
distancing.

+ Schools will have signage, floor/seating markings, spaced out, and clear barriers in reception areas to promote
social distancing.

. Classroom seating arrangements will be created according to CDC guidelines, of 6 feet when ever possible.

. Facilities staff, along with technicians have reviewed and will continue to inspect school ventilation systems to
ensure they operate properly and increase circulation of outdoor air as much as possible.

+ The full list of School Safety Practices can be found on the GUSD website.
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COVID-19 Symptoms

Compared To Other Common Conditions

SYMPTOM

Fever Common Rarely Common Rarely

Dry cough Common Mild Common Sometimes

Shortness of breath Common Sometimes Sometimes Sometimes

Headache Sometimes Sometimes Common Sometimes

Body aches Common Common Common Rarely

Sore throat Sometimes Common Common Sometimes

Itchy/watery eyes No No No Common

Nausea, Vomiting. Diarrhea Sometimes Sometimes Sometimes No

Runny nose Rarely Common Sometimes Common

Sneezing Rarely Common Sometimes Common
Sometimes Common Sometimes Common

Nasal Congestion
Wheezing

Loss of smell

Sometimes

Common

Sometimes

Rarely

Sometimes

Rarely

Sometimes

Mild

SOURCES: CDC. WHO, American College of Allergy. Asthma and Immunology

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms html

: Health Screening
Symptoms of Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Checklist for Home

We all must work together to make our school
campus as safe as possible for students,
teachers, and staff. While GUSD is taking
measures to reduce the risk of spreading
COVID-19, we need our families to do the

same.

Know the symptoms of COVID-19, which can include the following:

1. Take your child’s temperature every day prior to
coming to school and conduct a daily screening
of your child for COVID-like symptoms prior to
your child arriving at school.

2. Keep your child home from school if they have
any of the following symptoms that are not
related to an already diagnosed condition or
iliness:

Fever or chills

- Fever of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
Chills

Cough

Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat

Muscle or body aches
Headache

Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea

New loss of taste
orsmell

Muscle or body aches Vomiting or diarrhea

Symptoms can range from mild to severe illness, and appear 2-14 days after you
are exposed to the virus that causes COVID-19.
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Wash your hands with soap Check the new mask to make Ensure colour side of the mask  Locate the metallic strip.

and water for 20-30 seconds sure it's not damaged. faces outwards. Place it over and mold it to the
or perform hand hygiene with nose bridge.

alcohol-based hand rub before

touching the face mask.
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Place an ear loop around each Cover mouth and nose "P?I(I Press the metallic strip again Do not touch the mask while

ear or tie the top and bottom ing sure there are no gaps. to fit the shape of the nose. using it, if you do, orm
straps. the bottom of the mask to fu!fy Perform hand hygiene. ng hyéieynoe, e
open and fit under your chin.

HEALTH & SAFETY

PROTOCOLS

Removing the Mask
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]
4, 2
Replace the mask if it gets wet Perform hand hygiene. Do not touch N e fmm Discard the mask in a Perform hand hygiene
or dirty and wash your hands C L 3 waste container

again after puttmg it on. Do not
reuse the mask.

olding both ea
Ioops or ties.

Masks and Face Coverings

Per the GUSD policy KI-RB, all K-12 students, staff, and other
people present in school buildings and district offices or riding on
school transportation vehicles are required to wear a cloth face
mask or face covering, unless they have a disability, medical or

mental health condition, following public health guidance. Hygiene

Types of allowable face coverings include:
Cloth face mask (NO INAPPROPPRIATE IMAGES), Paper
or Disposable mask, No Bandanna or Neck gaiter.

Social Distancing

Handwashing &

Personal Protective
« K-12 student will receive a face mask if needed
« Schools and buses will have extra masks for students
who forget them
- Being mindful of social distancing, face coverings or
face shields may be removed when eating or drinking
and in other situations, as outlined by GUSD safet

guidelines.

Equipment

Daily Self-Screening

Staying Home When
Sick

COVID-19 Prevention

Guidance
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Things You Can Do

Practice good hand hygiene

Teach your child to sing their ABCs or have them count for at
least 20 seconds ensuring they wash, front,

back and in-between their fingers.

Practice wearing a face mask

Throughout the day your child will need to wear a cloth face
mask, including on the bus and upon

entering school. Teach them not to touch the inside of their face
mask when wearing or removing it

Practice maintaining 6 feet of distance
Measure the distance on the floor. Consider temporarily laying
pieces of paper down for a visual reference.

Have a supply of face masks

When possible, face masks should only be used once and then
washed (or disposed of). Consider making or buying multiple
masks to give you time to wash between use.

Purchase a thermometer

Every morning, take your child’s temperature and conduct a
health screening prior to them coming to school. If they are not
feeling well or exhibiting any COVID symptoms,

they need to stay home for 10 days or have a negative COVID test

Update immunizations

& physical exams Up-to-date immunizations are required for
school, and sports physicals may be needed. Well-care visits are
important to a child’s health. Immunizations can also be
obtained at your local Public Health Dept.

Consider aerosolized

medicine alternatives Inhalers with a chamber are required as
nebulizer treatments will not be provided during the school day.
Speak with your school nurse to update your Asthma Action Plan.

Purchase a reusable

water bottle Instruct your child not to share it with others. Water
bottles and caps should be washed daily in warm soapy water,
rinsed, and left to air dry upside down or run through

the dishwasher.

Verify/update

emergency contacts If your child exhibits any COVID-like
symptoms, they will be placed in a room and will need to be
picked up immediately. Please ensure a contact person can be
reached at any given time.

Stay informed with

reliable sources Stay up-to-date on COVID-19 news from reliable
sources such as the CDC, Arizona Department of Health Services,
Apache County Department of Public Health and our district website

Help Kids Wear a
Mask at School?

Make sure your child has
plenty of masks or face
coverings that fit well and
are comfortable. They
should fit snugly, cover the
nose and mouth, have 2-3
layers, not have valves,
and be washable or
disposable.

Put your child’s name on
the masks with permanent
marker.

Remind your child that
masks are not toys and are
not for trading.

Make a plan for the mask
when your child eats lunch.

- For older kids,
hanging the mask on
a lanyard or string.
Younger kids should
not hang masks
from a string around
the neck.

Your Child’s backpack
should have:

+ Several masks in
case a change is
needed

- A labeled bag to
store dirty masks

They should wash their
hands when they come into
the house. Put washable
masks in a chosen dirty
laundry spot or put them
into the washer. The CDC
does not recommend the
reuse of disposable
surgical masks that are
intended to be used once.
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START OF SCHOOL

« All schools will be on an A/B Schedule from August 3, through
September 3, 2021

« Monday = A Day

« Tuesday = B Day

- Wednesday = Teacher Workday, PD, staff will be availability to
students/parents, grading, updating Power School gradebooks, full
building cleaning, online learning.

« Thursday = A Day
+ Friday = B Day

Student Registration: Parents will have the option of In-Person (A/B) or Remote (1st semester).
Remote Learner: Must have own device, own internet connection, no paper packets are available for remote learner.
GUSD will be using two bus schedule to safely transport students.

« 1st Bus Run (GPS/GIS)

« 2ND Bus Run (GMS/GHS)
Building/Classroom Capacity is in compliance with Navajo Nation Guidelines for reopening. (see below)
School Principals have developed bell schedules (Regular, Early Release, 2 Hr. Delay, Daily, Weekly, A/B Days).
Breakfast can be served in the cafeteria as students arrive at school.
Lunches will be served in the classrooms and in the cafeteria as capacity allows.
Reassessment of after-school activities will take place as needed, to meet the safety and needs of students and staff.
More information can be found on our school website.
All students riding the bus: Will have their temperatures taken before taking a seat on the bus. The bus driver will
also visually check students as they board the bus, for COVID-19 symptoms. (procedures can be found in the full
reopening plan)
Student drop off & student walkers: (Screening & Temperature)

- High School - students will enter the building at Lecture hall, on the northeast side of the high school.
Middle School - students will enter the building at the main entrance.
Intermediate School - students will enter the building at the front office entrance.
Primary School - students will enter the building at the gym.

THIS BUILDING IS IN| |THIS BUILDING IS IN| |THIS BUILDING IS IN
ORANGE STATUS YELLOW STATUS EREEN SsTATUS
TO HELP MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING TO HELP MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING TO HELP MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING
ALL ROOMS WILL BE AT: ALL ROOMS WILL BE AT: ALL ROOMS WILL BE AT:

25% OCCUPANCY £0% OCCUPANCY 75% OCCUPANCY




A RETURN TO ONLINE LEARNING?

My school/class may temporarily return to online because:---

With the COVID pandemic still impacting our community, there is the possibility that a temporary
return to online learning might be required. This could happen at a classroom, grade, or school-wide
level. We want families to be aware of the process we will be using in the event students must
return to distance learning.
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* [n some cases, a
sudden need to
quarantine or isolate
a staff member on a
school day may result
in the inability to
obtain an in-person
substitute teacher to
cover your child’s

e Our implementation
of multiple health and
safety practices allow
us to reopen in
compliance with state
& Navajo Nation
guidance. We are
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prepared, however, for

class for the day. In
these instances, it
may require a
tempaorary return to
delivery of online
instruction.

Government Action

a future possibility that
we be required to close
Ganado Unified School
District No.20 by
Navajo Nation, the
State of Arizona or

Lack of Coverage for a Classroom

Government order.

Frequently Asked Questions
Would I have advance notice?

Our school would make every effort to give parents advance notice but given the unpredictability

of some of the causes we may have to return to online instruction, a 24-hour advance notice

may not be possible. In every case, we will notify families as soon as possible and apologize in
advance if we must make a same-day decision to move online. We will use GUSD robocalls - for

Phone push notification - to notify families in the event in that a short-term return to online
instruction must occur.

Would my child’s schedule change?
No, whatever the current in-person schedule at the time of a temporary return to online would
remain the same.

What can I do to minimize the chance of such a change being necessary?
To minimize the spread of COVID-19 it's important that health and safety precautions are
followed, all the time while on campus.




GOV

Notification Basics
All notice will not contain personally identifying information, and should only include non-
identifying information that is relevant to allow those with potential exposure to self-monitor and
self-quarantine. Upon potential exposure, only "appropriate parties” will be provide the notice.
Notification of potential exposure at other district sites by the individual, will be communicated to
each building supervisor. Notification to parents/guardians and district staff, on whether the site
will be closed and for how long.
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Staff member with symptoms TP @ - Student suspected COVID-19

or exposure. Health and social symptoms or exposure.
protection agencies

Stay home if you are sick, or if at Stay home if you are sick, and notify
work go home immediately. your school.
If at school, student will be sent to

Notify your supervisor with
isolation room and parent/guardian will

information about exposure.
be called.

Supervisor will start contact tracing The school will start internal contact

form. tracing.

Report any positive COVID-19 test to Report and notification will follow all

d fo id FERPA & HIPAA disclosure of possible
IHS and Sage M.H. for guidance. COVID-19.
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barrier for
student desk

No-touch
dispensers

and fixtures
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sprayer
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Studies of COVID-19 transmission in schools that used consistent implementation of muitiple
prevention strategies have shown success in limiting transmission in schools. A study of 11 school
districts in North Carolina with in-person learning for at least 9 weeks during the fall 2020
semester reported minimal school-related transmission even while community transmission was
high. These schools implemented and strictly adhered to multiple prevention strategies, including
universal mask use and physical distancing.

Physical distancing is one of the five recommended prevention strategies in schools and other
settings. In many settings, physical distancing has been defined as 6 feet.




Ganado Unified School District

Recommended Phases for Returning to Athletic Activit

Ganado Unified School District (GUSD) Athletics Department in association with
Arizona Interscholastic Association (AlA) supports the return of athletics and
competitive sports. However, the Ganado Athletic Department believes it must
be done when is it safe to return. The following document is a living document
that plans for providing opportunities for our students to resume athletic
activities in a structured and safe environment. This document may be updated
as new recommendations become available regarding our community status and

CcCoVID-19.
e  Virtual activities ° No contact e  Ball contact only e  Minimal
only e  Small group e  Medium group restrictions
activities activities e  Returnto regular
° 10 per group ° 25 per group operations
e Individual training
PHASE O

e Stay at home or shelter in place status will be in effect until Ganado School District announces a return to
the classroom status.
o GUSD facilities are closed
e In person coaching or gathering of any kind is NOT allowed.
e Remote interactions may include:
o Student-athletes train on their own with coach implemented workout
Student-athletes train virtually with coach led workout

PHASE |

i limited for 25 individuals (including coach) per group

s are not to exceed two groups

ups; Indoor sessio

f skills streneth and conditioning workouts
SKHIS, strengtn, and conartoning workouts

vermitted for 50 individuals (including coach) per group. The use of more

as the overall total is 50 or less and the groups can be placed at opposite

irills may be introduced and balls may be passed between individuals.

PHASE Il

e Full return to play including contact, controlled scrimmages, and games

e No limitations on participants per field/court.
o Social distancing still recommended (limit the time players spend close to others)

e Allteams must adhere to the Heat Acclimation Policy
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During the time that students have been attending remotely, there have been many oppor-
tunities for us, as Transportation Department, to develop our strengths in areas we have
never thought of doing before. We have thought of new ways to ensure your safety when you
come back to school in-person such as thoroughly disinfecting buses, special seating meth-
ods, reduced bus occupancy, loading and unloading with reduced potential contact to as-
sist in social distancing, temperature checks and overall safety precautions for both the
students and staff. We have worked together as a team to make sure you are safe when you
return to school. Although when you return, this coming school year, things may not look
as they had before, but together, we will strive to ensure life long learning in a safe envi-
ronment. We are looking forward to your return.

MASK UP HORNETS! G .
Our Vision is to be a professional learning g’ﬂ Our Mission is to ensure all students a quality

community that focuses on all students ex- 4489,  education and strengthen Diné cultural values for
ceeding educational expectations. life long learning.




