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&@%&ﬁi Principles of the Constitution

ESSENTIAL QUESTION T@?@?% to Know - :
L popuwiay soverelgnty belief that the
Wf@y do ﬁﬁﬁﬁi@ f@ﬁﬁ - government § subject to the people’s will
gavﬁrﬁm@ﬁﬁg C limnited government a government with
limited powers sirictly ‘5&flﬁ€t§ by faw
@iﬁﬁﬁ&%@ iﬁ_ﬁﬁ?ﬁ@%ﬁ enumerated power powsr belonging only
1. What basic principles of government 1o the federal government
. are.set forth by the Constitution? reserved power powsr belonging only to
2. Mow is the Constitution able fo the states
- change over Himep? concurrent power power shared by the
federal and state governmenis
separation of powers division of powers
among the branches of government to
- make sure no brarich has too much power
implied power power not specifically
. stated in the Constitution, but sugaested in
“its language
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MAME DATE CLASS

Lesson i Principies of the Constitution, continued

Our Constitution
The United States Constiution
guvernrment, [t s base
C:::nfﬂwagwf’y {7} & republican :
{3} limited government, {4) federalism, f‘”) separation of
powers, (€ Lharkt and k,niz;m,e.;f;, and (7} individual rights.

The Constitution beging with the words "We the People.”
Those words, "We the People " are the basic ides of our
‘poverrdnent--that the peopie have the rioht 1o govern
‘l‘%‘wmi;ei\f@g Th%l ud'*a fhat H“ Il pﬁxmi‘pia—z control the powers of

Explaining

y O Country's
st ideas: (1) popular 1

Wiat is the purpose
-

of the 145,
Constitution?

Defining

4. What is a republic?

The Constitution sets up a2 system of government in
which the people rule by electing, or choosing,
representatives. Tiis is called a republic. The slected
representatives make laws and carvy oul other government
functions for ail the people,

Analyzing
3. Why is it important

The peaple who wrote the Constitubion knew the United o limit a2
States needed 3 strong government, They also knew it was government's
Important to mit the power of the government. Otherwise, pﬁ}W{;i‘S?
the governiment might take away people's rights or favor
certain groups, To avaid this, the Constitution sets up a

bimsitedd ggsrwmmwmmﬁ which means that the government's
BOWEES iy defined. A limited government has only
the powe e give .
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Lesson 1 Principles of the Constitution, continued

Federal State
Tdentifying governmeant governments
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7. Lisk the threg
branches of
government,

Reserved
DOWErS

Concurrent
powers

Friumerated
powWers
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Check -

) The Constitution also inclades rules to make sure that no
8. What s the purpose PEFSON OF Group gets (oo much power, %’m@ ruie is
of the system of the separation of powers. This refers to the
checks and Constitution divides powers amang three branches of

balances? government: legistative
branch has a differant rois,

[
if‘ﬂ.%i{;nﬂ%.::’s constitutional w ©

utive, and judicial, Each

prevent the other branches fre
Fach branch is ¢ :
Marlk the Text other branches.
¢ the Bl of 'ﬂ“'?&% Consh iu%wa
? Underline :

the answer in the
fext,
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AMEMNDMENT I8 &4 TWO-STEP PROCESS
BYEP L. SETE® 2.

Provosal Ratification
Congress can States must
DrOpoOsE. ) ratify (approve). CONSTITUTIONAL
AMEMDMENT
1] Threa-fourths
of the states

Siates can
[rOpOsSe,

MUst approve,

it is not easy tw amend the Constitution. Fven though
p»-wpia have proposed hundreds of amendmenis, only 27
have been ratified.

Among those 27, there have been many important
amendments. Same of them have given more people the
right to vote. For example, the Fifteenth Amendment said
that African American men can vote. The r\itrzetézfémisé's
Amerndment gave wormen the right to vole The '"%’want:y»«
Sixth Amendment changed the voting a{gé tu 18

The Constitulion can also change in another way, s

WOrds can he if‘"nmsr'g:.ssmﬁ:ﬁ?d; oy uraci» tood, in different wi w
For example, one :

Laws which ksfmii b neo w%w Bl d ;jm,a
g::%uiée@ Another allows C‘msgmm h
i 1 Mation: Wi amorng

5 frrspibeg gmw@m

Sin ;f}w@ff *5

@2%@%@3%@; for Understanding

Wihat words wonld you uge to descoribe the main
ideas, or principles, of the Constitution?

List the two ways thal the Canstitution can be
changed. How many changes have been 'ﬂgfﬁfﬁifvézﬁ 43
the Constiiution?

Lesson 1 Principles of the Constitution, continued
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